Science Made Sensible
Requirements for Graduate Students
1.  Must be a US citizen or permanent resident or US National.

2.  Must be at least a second year graduate student, but preferably third year or higher, pursuing a master’s degree or PhD in some area of ecology defined in the broad sense.

3.  Must spend on average 10 hours a week on site at the schools.  Your schedule will depend on your teacher partner and potentially can be flexible.  
4.  Will preclude people who have research commitments in other places during the academic year.  However, people can be away for short periods of time for research trips.  There is considerable flexibility in the summer after the two-week workshop (see below). 

5.  Must be able to find a means of transportation to the middle schools (e.g. private car or public transportation).

6.  Fellowships are designed for one or two years.

7. May not receive any other forms of income or financial aid.

Responsibilities
Spring

May 15, 2010 before full program launch, graduate fellows will have a ninety-minute orientation. We will discuss project goals and objectives, participants’ roles, program activities, and assessment instruments. 
Summer

June 14-25, 2010 - Summer workshop for graduate students and middle school teachers. The workshop sessions will address oral and written communication and pedagogy in science.  During workshop afternoon sessions, the fellows will work with the teachers to analyze the Sunshine State Standards for science and mathematics, that part of the Miami-Dade County Public School curriculum relevant to the ecology theme, and teaching materials for their respective grades.  A graduate fellow and teacher team will integrate the graduate fellow’s research into inquiry-based activities and lesson plans that are consistent with the Sunshine State Standards.  For other units of the science curriculum, the graduate fellows will work with the teachers to make connections among science fields and to incorporate quantitative activities.

During the school year
· During the school year, graduate fellows will work with the teachers in two to six of their classes as they implement lesson plans from the summer workshop.  
· Graduate fellows and teachers will combine field trips with class activities related to measurement and data analysis.  
· Graduate fellows will meet bi-monthly with faculty mentors to discuss how they are incorporating their research findings, scientific concepts, and methodology into the middle school curriculum.  
· Each week, fellows will log their classroom experiences into an electronic archive on our program website. 
· Bi-weekly meetings with Mike Gaines (PI) and Walter Secada (Co-PI).
· Bi-monthly meetings will involve fellows and middle school teachers and address classroom problems and effective approaches. 
· Graduate fellows will participate in an end of the year focus group session with the program’s outside evaluator.
End of the school year

At the end of the year, graduate fellows, middle school teachers, and research mentors will attend a Capstone Event.  Fellows will give PowerPoint presentations summarizing their experiences and the impact on their teaching and team building skills.  
Graduate student benefits
-12-month stipend at $30,000

-$1,000 towards health insurance

-$5,000 per semester towards tuition

-Funds to travel to national meetings to present dissertation research

-Summer with no obligations (except for a two week training workshop held June 14 – 25)

-Reimbursement for local travel to schools

-Flexibility in schedule for the 10 hours a week (for example, students doing research outside of Miami are able to negotiate a workable schedule with their teacher)

-Opportunities to practice public speaking and improve communication skills.
